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of parallel lines. Doubts as to whether successive rotation about several points is equivalent to rotation about one point, whether pure displacement is at all possible,—which are justified when a surface of curvature differing1 from scero is substituted for the Euclidean plane,—could never have arisen in the mind of the ingenuous and delighted discoverer of these relations, at the period we are considering. The study of tine movement of rigid bodies, which Euclid studiously avoids and only covertly introduces in his principle of congruence, is to this day the device best adapted to elementary instruction in geometry. An idea is best made the possession of the learner by the method by winch it has been found.
DEDUCTIVE GKOMKTRY.
This sound and naive conception of things vanished and the treatment of geometry underwent essential modifications when it became the subject of professional and scholarly contemplation. The object now was to systematize the knowledge of this province for purposes of individual survey, to separate what was directly cognisable from what was deducible and deduced, and to throw into distinct ' relief the thread of deduction. For the purpose of instruction the simplest principles, those most easily gained and apparently free from doubt and contradiction, are placed at the beginning, and the remainder bnse'l u"'-" '' • -\ ITf -rts were mrule to reduceer Geometrie zu Grimde liegen.'' Gottinger Nachrichten, 1868, June 3.
